

April 2013 Message of the Month

FNS Update

· The new meal pattern is still in clearance at USDA. They are hoping to release it this summer.
· USDA is currently working on a memo that will provide guidance on streamlining the application process for a Summer Food Service Program sponsor wishing to continue meal services through the CACFP Afterschool Meals Program. 
· Congress has released a budget. Preliminary reviews indicate that it should not affect CACFP.

Workgroup Updates

· USDA’s Paperwork Reduction Workgroup – Ellen Farrell, Past-president of the Association, is representing the CACFP NPA on this committee along with several other state agency representatives.  Ellen, along with Lynne Reinoso, Benedict Onye, and Lois Hazelton are working on a survey that will be sent out to each state agency director for feedback on potential areas for paperwork reduction. Each state will be asked to return only one survey. The board highly encourages state directors to work with their staff who have direct involvement with the Program’s implementation when completing the survey. The survey should be released by mid-May 2013.    
· USDA TA Report – The CACFP NPA is represented by Ann McCormack, president-elect. A survey is being created to ascertain the barriers in nutrition, physical activity, and media or screen time policies. Survey’s will be sent to child care centers, day care home providers, sponsors, and state agencies. 
Website
· To view the most up-to-date newsflash and minutes from prior monthly board meetings, please visit:
http://www.cacfpnpa.org. If your state agency has any career opportunities, please notify your regional representative with the job posting and the CACFP NPA will include it on the website. 
